
My name is Luis Tome and I am an Educational Assistant in the Community Transition Program, (Inclusion 
Support Services). I spent 20 years on the WANTE executive in service of my fellow members. Although I am 
nearing retirement, I have strong opinions about our labour representation. I want to ensure that the future 
of my colleagues is as bright and secure as possible. After much consideration and reflection, I have decided 
to support the MGEU’s efforts to include us in their Union. 

Engagement is key at this time in our profession. What happens going forward matters to us all, whether you 
are new to the Division, mid career, or nearing retirement. This government is not complacent in its dealings 
with Manitoba Education, and neither should you be. Change is coming, possibly as soon as summer of 
2021. Is our current representation adequate to the job? Have they shown they are 
capable of representing us in this era of cutbacks?  

WANTE has served the non-teaching employees of our employer since 1981. 
It did an adequate job for many years, and I was proud to represent you as 
part of the executive. However, we are 1700 members strong now and we 
have outgrown that model.  I am asking you to step up and be counted 
in supporting the MGEU. I would not be advocating for it today if I didn’t 
wholeheartedly believe that this move is crucial, and that the MGEU are 
the ones to take us boldly into the next phase of public education in this 
province.  

MGEU’s structure and full-time support are the right choice for our 
profession going forward. We need the backing of MGEU’s huge 
team of experts to deal with our health and safety concerns, 
pensions and benefits, grievances and arbitrations. These 
dedicated team members live and work in Winnipeg and know 
the challenges we face. They are experts in public service jobs. 
MGEU also offers a Member Resource Centre-something no 
other union in Manitoba offers-which means you can get a 
quick response to any issue, big or small. They are positioned to 
offer the best support, resources and education available.

I know we can count on MGEU to stand up for us every single 
day. I’m asking you to join me and many others in choosing and 
supporting MGEU as our representation. 

Luis Tome,
Former WANTE President

You take care of Manitobans. 
We take care of you.

Choose MGEU 


